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Virginia Heffernan, New York Times




<AE 2>

Computers and their associated technologies are awesome additions to a culture and are quite
capable of altering the way we think. But like all important technologies of the past, there are
controversies related to the pros and cons. It is shocking that in the twenty-first century, we
can still talk of new technologies as if they were gifts from the gods. Don't we all know
what the combustion engine” has done for us and against us? What television is doing for us
and against us? At the very least, we need to discuss about what our kids will lose, and what
we will lose, if they enter a world in which computer technology is their chief source of
motivation, authority, and psychological sustenance™. Will they become more impressed by
calculation than human judgment? Will speed of response become, more than ever, a defining
quality of intelligence? Is virtual reality a new form of therapy?

Robert Fulghum, in his recent book, elegantly summarized what technology advocates
overlooked and left out: share everything, play fair, don’t hit people, put things back where
you found them, clean up your own mess, and wash your hands before you eat. We have
ample evidence that it takes many years of teaching such social values in school before they
have been accepted and internalized. That is why it won’t do for children to learn in "settings
of their own choosing." That is also why schools require children to be in a certain place at a
certain time and to follow certain rules, like raising their hands when they wish to speak, not
talking when others are talking, not chewing gum, not leaving until the bell rings, and
exhibiting patience toward slower learners. This process is called making civilized people. The
god of technology does not appear interested in this function of schools. At least, it does not

come up much when technology’s virtues are only emphasized.

* combustion engine: 471

** sustenance: AFFE

Neil Postman, Virtual Students, Digital Classroom
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