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According to Carlo Ginzburg, the potential of human beings to experience authentic feelings
of pity and guilt is greatly determined by the distance of human beings to the particular
object, namely, the distance in actual historical time, the distance in physical space, and the
distance in similarities between the two subjects. He introduces Aristotle’s famous remark on
this topic: “The persons men pity are those whom they know. Men also pity those who
resemble them in age, character, habit, and position.” He also examines how the moral
implications of distance have been explored in literature. Such effects are clearly shown in
passages like “We agree that perhaps distance in space weakened all feelings and all sorts of
guilty conscience, even of crime” (Diderot, Conversation of a Father with his Children), and
“In India the English are killing thousands of men as good as we are; and at this moment the
most charming woman is there being burnt, but you have had coffee for breakfast all the

same?” (Balzac, Father Goriot).

Matthew Wylie, “Moral Crime and Moral Punishment”
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Eric Hobsbawm, The Age of Revolution 178971848
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Michael Gazzaniga (ed.), The New Cognitive Neuroscience
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