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The sheer normality of most of those who participated in the Holocaust has led
us to argue that when placed in particular circumstances, ordinary human beings
are indeed capable of acting with atrocious inhumanity. Varying degrees of
racism can combine with a range of other factors to create the conditions for
various forms of genocide. Moreover, modern democratic industrial culture not
only does not prevent their occurrence, it may actively enable them to be
conceived and carried out. The violence can be authorized by legally entitled
officials, and the victims can be ideologically dehumanized by modern scientific
doctrines. This interpretation of the Holocaust also raises fundamental issues
about the way in which individuals can live with radically different ethical
codes, indeed separate "moral universes". |t seems to be only too possible for

people to be loving parents, dedicated scientists, and mass murderers at the
same time.
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