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In the past 25 vyears, the global surface temperature has increased about
three—quarters of 1 degree Fahrenheit compared with the average for the previous
30 years. Global temperatures have gone through many periods of warming and
cooling. In fact, the below-normal temperatures that prevailed before 1970 led
some scientists to predict the eventual arrival of a new ice age. Nevertheless,

many scientists are convinced that the recent warming is not part of the natural

fluctuations in temperature but is instead due to the burning of fossils, such

as coal, natural gas, and petroleum. Burning these fuels releases C0» (Carbon

dioxide), which accumulates in the atmosphere as a "greenhouse gas." Greenhouse
gases cause some of the heat released from the earth to be reflected back,
increasing surface temperatures.
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According to the passage, 1) what is a "greenhouse gas" and 2) how does it lead

to the increase of the global surface temperature?



