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Fieldwork is the hallmark of cultural anthropology. It is the way we explore and learn about

the vast @ detailed intricacy of human culture and individual behavior. And it is, importantly,

the way @ in which most cultural anthropologists earn and maintain their professional
standing. Some of the early personal accounts of anthropologists in the field make fieldwork
® sound exciting, adventuresome, certainly exotic, sometimes easy. Malinowski, the classic
anthropological fieldworker, describes the early stages of fieldwork as ‘a strange, sometimes
unpleasant, sometimes intensely interesting adventure which soon @ adopts quite a natural
course." He goes on to describe his daily routine of strolling through the village ® observed
the intimate details of family life, and as he tells it, such observations seem possible and

accessible.
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